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Module Aims: 
 
To acquaint students with the main aspects of the discipline of Forensic  Psychology. 
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Expected Learning Outcomes: 

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
On successful completion of this modules students will be able to: 

1. Critically understand the interface between mental health and crime. 
2. Critically evaluate current research and theoretical approaches in Forensic 

psychology   
3. Develop an advanced understanding of psychological theories of crime 
4. Critically evaluate the contribution of psychology to understanding  interviewing 

processes in the criminal justice system 
5. Critically evaluate the contribution of psychology to understanding witness testimony 

and evidence 
6. Develop an appreciation of the Psychology of the courtroom 
7. Explore the contribution of psychology to offender management and rehabilitation 

 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 
On successful completion of this modules students will have developed the following  
transferrable skills:  

1. Communication skills 
2. IT skills 
3. Reflection 
4. Critical analysis 

 

 
 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 

Exam: An unseen exam which consists of five questions to be answered by students 
 
Assessme
nt number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of 
assessment*** 

Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate
) 

1 1-7 Examination 100% 3 hours  

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be adopted in this module including lectures, 
tutorials, case studies, directed and self-directed learning. 
 

 



Syllabus outline: 

Indicative content; 

 Forensic psychology as a profession 

 Theories of crime 

 Violent offenders 

 Imprisonment 

 Mental Health and Crime 

 Fear of crime 

 Offender profiling 

 Eyewitness testimony 

 Lie Detection 

 Psychology of the courtroom 

 Children as witnesses 

 What works 
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